Travellers In India

tain some evidence, though it only tells us
ineffectively what the three already mentioned
tell us well. For Vijayanagar and its condition
under the second dynasty, the three are like-
wise valuable; but from this point of view they
must yield pride of place to Nuniz and Paes,
without whose narratives it is not over-
emphatic to assert that the history of Vijayan-
agar cannot be written. As a rule the narratives
of the European travellers are only the flesh
and blood which help to make the historical
skeleton a living thing; for the history of Vija-
yanagar Nuniz and Paes provide a considerable
portion of the dry bones as well. Notices of towns
on the Coromandel coast, of Guzerat, the Con-
can, Orissa and Bengal, and the Mohammedan
kingdoms of the Deccan, especially Bijapur, are
fairly frequent in Barbosa and one or two other
writers, but hardly demand special attention at
this point, as the evidence of later travellers
about these districts is fuller and more exact.
Their evidence is valuable chiefly in connection
with Calicut and Vijayanagar, and it is in this
aspect that they will be, in the main, discussed.
The detailed analysis, however, of their infor-
mation may conveniently be prefaced by a
sketch of their travels.

Camoens   and   Dalboquerque*   need   not

* It is perhaps hardly necessary to remind the reader that the ** Com-
mentaries," which are an account of Dalboquerque's life in India, were
written, not by the Viceroy, but by his natural son, Braz Dalboquerque.
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